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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a lightweight straw substitute capable of being readily composted 
even after use without dusting. 

SOLUTION: This straw mulching substitute comprises a material prepared by blending a biodegradable 
resin with a starchy substance and foaming the resultant blend. The straw mulching substitute comprises 
a material obtained by blending a polylactic acid with the starchy substance and foaming the resultant 
blend. The straw mulching substitute comprises a material prepared by blending the polylactic acid with 
the starchy substance and a plant granular or a powdery material and foaming the obtained blend. 
Furthermore, the straw mulching substitute comprises a material obtained by blending the polylactic acid 
with the starchy substance, plant granular or powdery material and an inorganic substance powder and 
foaming the resultant blend. 
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